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MEMORARDARM FOR: Direcior of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT : Respense to Congressional Criticlsm
(The following is e suggested line of approect sn
& preparnd ctatement for the Semate Armed Ser: lies
Committee)

1. The unknown and the half-known build fear out of sll ;=>portion
40 the facts, It is hard for us who live so close to the scilviiies of
the Central Intelligence Agency 0 keep in mind how little 1s laowm
about the agency and its mciivities even within the Govermment faaily.
Consequently, when we hear public criticism thet sppesrs urjus' or
unwerrented, we have to meke an effort to put owrselves in the :ritic’s
plsce to understand hic concerw., Unfortusslely, we are mary tiazs mot
in o position %0 give our critics the facts asd must suffer wila no
comment. I do not mesa that the full facts would always put w In
the right a5 we hove wade snd will comtinue to make mistake: 17 e
do cur Job properly and take the rieks which are necessarily 1:7lved,
»ut disclosure would help to put the seis criticized in perspective
ant caﬁ;;;&pt blame only insofer ss 1t may be Justified. ‘

2, Behind most of the criticism is & gemeral, not-well-dcfi
unessiness that CIA is a law unto itself, oparating in subterr c:
aress vwithout any coordimatlion or contrel. HNothing could be firther
from the truth. Every action by the Agency or its employees must be ¢
based on some specific directive from the Natlonal Seeurity Cerzcil. :‘

All programs in the propagands field are subject to review and
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%k, I believe I have indicated that we are vell avare of the
rigks we have to take in order to perform the particular duties
dmposed upon us by the Congrasse and the National Securlty Council.

1 have attempted to show how we axercise avery care t0 meke sure

pur activities are consistent with U. 8. policy and tO take cAre

thst ocur operatlions are conducted as economically and efficiently

a8 is posaible under the circumstances. I have referved to ow’
relationships with the Congrass and feel that in the pasl ve have

not had sufficlent machinery for keeping the Congress sdequately
informed so that our activities, including our mistekes and succe: tes,
are properly understood. Cince we are dealing not only with most
sensitive mattere in the fleld of forelgn relations and intelligence,
but algo with the lives of individuals performing most hazerdous
nissions, security iz a constant coneern but moet not be overstre fed
to the detrimeny of the proper functioning of the Agency in the
fmerican sysiem of Goverrnment. I am, therefore, anxious to have -
permanent arrangement by which the Congress can be kept approprisicly .

informed under adequate security safegusrds on & econtinuing basic.

LAMREINE R. BOUSTON
Gensrsl Counsel
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